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The Weekly
Challenger Salutes
The Making Of
Dr. King’s National
Memorial A Reality

Sevell Brown

BY SEVELL C. BROWN, III
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - As a
senior at Dixie Hollins High, I
was too young to attend the
funeral of my slain mentor, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. in April
of 1968 which led me even
more so to cherish the day that I
began my 30 year sojourn in
Civil Rights on August 28,
1983 at the Lincoln Monument
where Dr. King gave his
famous “I Have A Dream”
speech. As president of the last
SCLC Chapter installed before
the 20th year Anniversary of the
historic 1963 March On
Washington, SCLC allowed the
SCLC/St. Petersburg-Pinellas,
Florida Chapter to carry the
lead banner at the front of the
march.
F ive m onths la te r, in
Ja n u ar y of 1984, anothe r
historic chapter was ushered
into existence that would
change the face of America and
impact the world from our

Dr. Paul Mohr

nation’s capital. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s fraternity
brothers authored the initial
plans to build the 120 million
d o l l a r Wa s h i n g t o n D . C .
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
NATIONAL MEMORIAL.
Alpha brother, George Sealy, as
the catalyst, convened Alfred
Bailey, Oscar Little, Eddie
Madison and George Harvey to
propose the building of the
monument. Their proposal was
presented at the Fraternity’s
Board of Director’s meeting,
unde r the adm i n i s t rat i o n
General President Ozell Sutton.
The men of Alpha Phi
Alpha throughout the world
could not help but be proud
along with the rest of black
America, as the Federal King
Holiday Bill was signed into
law in 1983 making Alpha
brother, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. the only black
American to have a national
holiday named in his honor.
All that was left was to

MLK
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BY YUSSUF J. SIMMONDS

WAS HINGTON, D. C . THE MONUMENT AND
THE MAN
According to the history of
Washington monuments, the
National Memorial in honor of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was
completed with lightning speed.
That, by itself, is a tribute to the
quality of the man: his life, his
work and his accomplishments.
Notwithstanding, though he never
held political or elective office; he
was not the traditional celebrity;
nor was he molded in the footsteps
of the rich and the famous. But he
was rich and famous in his service
to his fellow man; many came to
hear him speak; and when he
dreamed, he dreamt of a world of
peace and understanding among
men (and women) – peace, “not
just the absence of war,” he would
say, “but the presence of justice.”
That is the King that is being
immortalized in Washington, D.C
on August 28, 2011.
The National Memorial is
located on a four-acre site that is
situated adjacent to the FDR
Memorial, and in a direct line
between the Lincoln and Jefferson
Memorials. Congress passed a
Joint Resolution in 1996 authorizing Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc. to establish a Memorial in
Washington, D.C. honoring Dr.
King, who will be standing
literally as a King among men
(presidents).
As the project began to unfold,
its magnitude created many bumps
in the road. But, as Dr. King would
say, “You can disagree without
becoming disagreeable.” Those
bumps were smoothened out as
time went by. Though much significance can be attributed to the
unveiling of the Dr. King National
Memorial on the 48th anniversary

of his historic March on
Washington, one thing is certain:
looking at the events of today,
though some progress has been
made, ‘the Dream Is Still
Unfulfilled.’
McKissack & McKissack, the
oldest minority-owned architecture firm in the country, headed
up the design team that consisted
of construction, architectural and
building entities. The centerpiece
of the memorial is a three-story
high sculpture of Dr. King that is
made of granite symbolically
reflected the character of the man –
unyielding, enduring and
steadfast. There are walls around
the memorial on which selected
portions of Dr. King’s speeches
and sermons are etched. Those
selections were chosen by a group
of historians including Maya
Angelou, Cornel West, the late
John Hope Franklin and Henry
Louis Gates.
The controversy over the
choice of a Chinese sculptor was
one of the bumps in the road and
Martin Luther King III seemed to
have mitigated that by saying that
he’s seen “probably 50 sculptures
of my dad, and [I] would say 47 of
them are not good reflections” but
that “this particular artist – he’s
done a good job.” And it appeared
that the focus on getting the
memorial completed in a timely
manner, overcame any and all
squabbling.
THE CELEBRATION AND
ITS SIGNIFICANCE
The August 28 dedication
coincides with the 48th anniversary of Dr. King’s historic March
on Washington and his famous “I
Have a Dream” speech. Dr. King’s
protégés, VIP celebrities and top
entertainers are scheduled to participate in the dedication ceremonies.
President Barack Obama, will
deliver remarks and it is significant

to note that he has come the
furthest in the march of progress
that Dr. King dreamt about.
Those who walked and
worked with Dr. King will be
Congressman John Lewis;
Ambassador Andrew Young; Rev.
Jesse Jackson; Rev. Joseph
Lowery; Julian Bond and Dr.
King’s children: Martin Luther
King III, Dexter King and Bernice
King.
VIPs and celebrities include

Berry Gordy Jr., Clarence Avant,
Rev. Al Sharpton, General Colin
Powell, Alexis Hermann, Maya
Angelou, Myrlie Evers, Vernon
Jordan, Russell Simmons, Tom
Brokaw, Alpha Phi Alpha
chairman, Herman “Skip” Mason
Jr.; members of the faith-based
community, Chairman of General
Motors, Dan Akerson; Tommy

MONUMENT
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Disparities Facing
Black Communities Widen
BY WENDELL HUTSON
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE CHICAGO
CRUSADER
CHICAGO - There are so
many disparities facing the
black community today state
Sen. Mattie Hunter (D-13th
District) said she has lost count.
“The number of disparities
facing our communities
continue to grow with no end in
sight and I no longer can keep
up with them,” Hunter told the
Crusader. “But if I had to list the
top three it would the criminal
justice system, education and
employment.” E. Hardy knows
too well the struggles black men
face once they are cycled
through the criminal justice

system. In 2002, he pled guilty
to felony retail theft to avoid a
trial and possible incarceration
if convicted.
“I did what I had to do to
stay out of jail but now I am
paying a life sentence for it,”
Hardy, 40, recalled. “Every time
I apply for a job I get asked if I
have ever been convicted of a
felony crime. I’m always honest
and say yes and then I never
hear back from them.” The
inability for many black men to
get a job has not only hurt the
black community but society as
a whole, said Leonardo D.
Gilbert, a community activist
and pastor of Sheldon Heights
Church of Christ on the South
Side of Chicago.
“In order to improve the

economic status of so many
[black] communities we need to
make sure the men from those
communities are working,” he
added. “God made man head of
household but without a job that
is hard to do.” Studying disparities in black communities is
something Hunter has been
doing for nearly a decade. She
was a member of The
Disproportionate Justice Study
Commission, created in 2008 by
the General Assembly to assess
the effects of Illinois’ drug laws
on racial and ethnic minority
populations and the incarceration rates of members of those
populations. The commission
concluded in a report released
earlier this year that an increase
in prison populations across the

Sen. Mattie Hunter
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By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Jeffrey Smith
Baker,Maintenance Worker,Security
Jeffrey Smith enjoys his
work. He says that it allows
him to meet a lot of people.
Of course, if you talk with
members of his family, they
will tell you that he has
always enjoyed his job, no
matter what kind of work he
was doing. According to
Smith, it all stems from the
lessons he learned from his
grandfather, Henry Richard
Smith, or “H.R.” as he was called. H.R. Smith,
who worked for the railroad, was a no nonsense
man who brought his children and grandchildren up to be God-fearing, responsible citizens.
He taught them to work for what they needed or
wanted and to always do what they were
supposed to do. “He kept me on the right track,”
said Smith, “I have never seen the inside of a
courthouse or a jail, except on television. And,
when H.R. told one of us to do something, we
did it. He did not like repeating, so his instructions were given only once. I do appreciate the
discipline and values he instilled in us.”
A St. Petersburg native, Smith attended
Jordan Elementary and Sixteenth Street Junior
High School. After he graduated from Gibbs
High School, he went to work at Webb’s City in
the grocery store. Later, he worked in the bakery
as a donut maker, which gave him experience
that led to a job that he enjoyed for many years.
“When I left Webb’s city, it was to travel
with my Uncle to Rhode Island and Connecticut
during the fall, winter, and spring seasons to

cook .and bake at couple of
resorts. During the summer
months, we were back in St.
Petersburg, to work at the H &
D Cafeteria. It was interesting,
but hard work. Finally, I got a
job in maintenance at St.
Petersburg College and settled
down with my family. In 2002,
I retired, but I didn’t have
enough around the house to
keep me busy. I seemed to
need just a little something to do. I now work as
a security person at a local restaurant,” Smith
explained.
When asked what advice he would give to
young men today, Smith thought about what his
grandfather told him. As Smith tells it, “H.R.
would say, ‘Pull those pants up and get a job.
And if things don’t bother you, don’t you bother
things. Work for what you want and show
respect for yourself and for others. Make
something of yourself,’” Smith says. “Alow
paying job is better than no job at all. It is easier
to flip a burger than it is to suffer the consequences of doing something illegal, like selling
drugs or committing a robbery.”
In his leisure time, Smith likes to attend basketball and football games with his friends,
especially the home games for the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers. Visiting his grandchildren in
Savannah, GAis always enjoyable. He also has
two grandchildren and two great-grandchildren
in St. Petersburg. Since his childhood, Smith has
attended McCabe United Methodist Church.

Hilfiger and Interior Secretary
Ken Salazar, whose department
oversees memorials and national
parks.
Entertainers include Aretha
Franklin, Stevie Wonder, Jamie
Foxx, Michael Baisden, Tom
Joyner, George Lucas and many
others.
The men, women and children
who witness the dedication will be
witness bearers to the work of Dr.
King. Many present had marched
with Dr. King; had been to jail
with him; had withstood the barbs
and insults that he endured; and
championed the cause of a King
national holiday including Stevie
Wonder who penned a tune,
“Happy Birthday,” in honor of his
birthday-holiday.
For the children present, Dr.
King has allowed most of them a
more improved measure of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness
than he had. And to be able to be
much more than they could have
been had he not lived the life that
he did.
WHATWOULD DR. KING
SAY?
In looking at the legacy that
Dr. King left, his words in 1967 –
April 4 – would be appropriate
today substituting Vietnam with
Iraq and/or Afghanistan and/or
Libya – the dream is still unfulfilled. There are striking parallels
between causes and effects of the
21st century wars in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Libya, and the
20th century war in Vietnam; and
it is only fitting to highlight those
predictions of yesterday with the
rhetoric and the actions of today.
Projections and predictions for
the future are often based on the
experiences of the past – for the
good and also for the bad.
In a part of Dr. King’s 1967
speech, he exhorted: “For nine
years following 1945 we denied
the people of Vietnam the right of
independence. For nine years we
vigorously supported the French in
their abortive effort to re-colonize
Vietnam.
“…Before the end of the war
we were meeting eighty percent of
the French war costs. Even before
the French were defeated at Dien
Bien Phu, they began to despair of
the reckless action, but we did not.
We encouraged them with our
huge financial and military
supplies to continue the war even
after they had lost the will. Soon
we would be paying almost the
full costs of this tragic attempt at
re-colonization…”
It appeared that the AmericanFrench alliance has never
weakened or waivered in aggressing upon non-European nations:
Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya; all at

the expense of a ruinous financial
toll for military supplies, and
human suffering, as Dr. King
noted about Vietnam.
Further on Dr. King
continued, “… The only change
came from America as we
increased our troop commitments
in support of governments which
were singularly corrupt, inept and
without popular support. All the
while the people read our leaflets
and received regular promises of
peace and democracy — and land
reform. Now they languish under
our bombs and consider us — not
their fellow Vietnamese —the real
enemy. They move sadly and apathetically as we herd them off the
land of their fathers into concentration camps where minimal social
needs are rarely met. They know
they must move or be destroyed by
our bombs. So they go —
primarily women and children and
the aged….”
SPONSORS
The General Motors
Foundation and Chevrolet will
serve as the Dedication Chair and
Dedication Co-Chair is The
Tommy Hilfiger Corporate
Foundation. Dedication Vice
Chairs include Aetna, Boeing, BP,
Coca-Cola, Delta Air Lines, GE
McDonalds, Travelers, and WalMart Stores.
Major donors include:
General Motors, Tommy Hilfiger
Corporate Foundation, Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, W.K.
Kellogg Foundation, NBA,
The Walt Disney Company, CocaCola Foundation, The Ford Motor
Company Fund, MetLife
Foundation, Toyota, Verizon
Foundation.
COMMENTS FROM SOME
WHO KNEWDR. KING AND
THE REST, MOSTCERTAINLY,
KNEW ABOUT HIM.
REV. JESSE JACKSON: “Dr.
King was a source of inspiration.
Blacks in the South, under the laws
of oppressive segregation, were
held down by fear; so he had to
inspire them to choose hope over
fear. Blacks in the North and in the
West, it wasn’t so much fear as it
was cynicism: the belief that we
could not win. Many blacks went
North and West where there was a
little more dignity than the Southern
oppression; they were free but not
equal. Dr. Kings mission was to
change the law. It was a struggle to
end (unjust) law. But it was also to
take our consciousness beyond just
legal oppression to economic
justice. Many of our freedom allies
would not be our economic allies.
Dr. King last campaign was to end
the war in Vietnam and a war on
poverty; and that’s where we are
today.”
REP. EMANUEL CLEAVER:
“No African-American alive

would ever believe that the final
monument on the mall would be
that of Martin Luther King Jr. We,
of course, realize that Dr. King is
now serving as a reminder to all of
us that we must remain vigilant on
issues of justice, and his
monument, the statue that is now
on the mall is a reminder. He’s
looking across the city and across
the nation … when you look at the
sculpture depicting him and the
appearance of his facial expression
is very serious. I’m looking at you
guys … stay on the job and do the
right thing.”
XERNONA CLAYTON:
“Dr. King was such an usual man
… a real man, in that he was
honest and truthful to his convictions. He felt that he never wanted
any monument, any honor, or
anything bestowed or directed to
him, personally. If he was here and
we needed his approval to have
this, we would never have this
monument. But we have to keep
in mind that this was a man who
… when he got the Nobel (Peace)
Prize, and got a monetary attachment with it, he gave it all away.
He was unselfish … a selfless man
who cared more about everybody
else than himself.
REV. JOSEPH LOWERY: “I
think it’s a great honor for Dr. King
and for the nation. I think he
belongs in that environment on the
mall because I consider him to be
one of the fathers of the nation …
having led the nation to a new era
of racial justice in his lifetime.”
REV. JAMES LAWSON: “I
have mixed feelings about the
event, though I look forward to
being there. We have built a
monument to a dead hero, and
dead heroes are easier to take than
live advocates of truth and justice
are tolerated. I see it as a historical
moment to be more tactful and
powerful than any of us understand. King was the Moses of the
20th century for Western civilization; he was a Jesus figure of the
20th century. His voice was the
major voice many people around
the world heard, and listen for, and
by 1967, in the United States, 90
something percent of us black
people said, ‘he speaks for me.’
That has never happened in the
history of humankind except for
people like (Mahatma) Gandhi of
India, and Nelson Mandela of
South Africa. But unless black
people, Hispanics and people of
goodwill, and women in the
United States can really recover
that story; we are not going to
move to confront our nation, with
its obligation to continue this
journey.”
The dedication will be carried
live on MSNBC and CNN.
Additional comments will be
continued in next week’s edition of
The Weekly Challenger.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters In Pursuit
Tampa Bay
HELLO
Of ‘100 Men In 100 Days’
SPECIAL FEATURE STORIES FROM THE TAMPA BAYAREA • BY ERSULA ODOM

Highlighting Multi-Talented
Rose Balil
Even though Balil is known
for her musical talents, her
sculpturing work is expected to
Tampa is home to the interfind its way into art museums.
national jazz vocalist, visual
Balil said her passion for this art
artist, actor, author and motivaform was born during a pertional speaker, Rose Balil. For
formance break at the Falk
more than a decade Bilal has
Theatre downtown Tampa. She
appeared at numerous jazz
stepped outside for some fresh
venues/concerts, corporate
air and a paper mache exhibit
events, private parties, etc. as a
next door caught her eye. The
solo performer and with jazz
next day she bought several
bands. Bilal often performs with
books and began to teach
world-renowned musician John
herself. The generally accepted
Lamb, bassist with the Duke
practice proved inadequate for
Ellington band, and has also had
the level of detail she ultimately
the privilege of appearing on
developed. She created a
stage with Trombonist, Slide
process that rendered paper
Hampton, and Reed Player,
mache as pliable as clay.
Frank West. Her classical rendiHer book, “Don’t Blame the
tions are reminiscent of Sarah
Road,” is Bilal’s testimonial of
Vaughan, Ella Fitzgerald,
overcoming poverty, sexual
Carmen McRae, and other great
abuse, teen pregnancy, incarcerjazz artists. Bilal recently
ation, and relational abuse. She
returned from a tour in Europe
is also the Director/Founder of
where she performed her unique
Jazztorian, Inc., a Tampa based
style of jazz to packed houses.
Above,
as
Rosa
Parks
and,
below,
nonprofit organization dedicated
According
to
Arbra
image of goddess Oshun
to empowering lives through
Tawwab, “Bilal has talent that
Bilal doesn’t fully appreciate. She is an incredibly jazz. Jazztorian’s mission is to promote and preserve
multi-talented person. Three such talents were classic jazz as a rare and valuable American treasure.
demonstrated during one event. She sang, portrayed Throughout the 1960’s, Bilal, gigging as a rhythm &
Rosa Parks, and produced a near life size image of the blues singer, was the opener for a number of the
goddess Oshun for a recent Orisha birthday celebra- greats- The O’Jays, The Delphonics, Wilson Pickett,
tion for her friends Oshunbunmi Olafemi and Chubby Checker, and Gladys Knight & The Pips. For
daughter OshunGuaide Olafemi. Balil’s display more information, visit her at: r s b i l a l @ a o l . c o m ;
became the talk of the evening. Enhancing the illusion www. ro s eb i l al . co m ; h t t p : / / cl as s i cj azzof her artwork was her use of human hair for eye ro s e. h o m es t ead . co m ; h t t p : / / j azzy ro s ebilal.’blogspot.com or www.youtube.com/rosebilal.
lashes and hair.

BY ERSULA ODOM

Deadline For FREE
After School Program
(Kids Ages 9-12) Is August 26
ST. PETERSBURG - The
deadline to enroll for Youth Arts
Corps, a program of Family
Resources, which provides free
after school programming for
eligible youth ages 9-12 is
August 26! Make sure to save
your child’s space now!
Locations: St. Petersburg Wildwood Recreation Center,
1000 28th Street South St.
Petersburg 33712 Pinellas Park
- Performing Arts Center, 4951
78th Avenue N, Pinellas Park
33781. To enroll, call 727-5215308!

Family Resources, Inc. is a
private, non-profit organization
dedicated to serving the
children, youth and families in
Pinellas County since 1970 and
Manatee County since 1992.
Accredited by the Council on
Accreditation for Children and
Family Services since 1996,
Family Resources is recognized
as the agency to turn to in the
event of a family relationship
crisis. Programs are designed to
encourage the personal development of children and youth
while working to strengthen and

support healthy relationships
among family members. Safe
shelter, counseling, education,
o u t reach , an d ap p ro p ri at e
referral and follow-up services
are delivered in an atmosphere
of caring, giving and acceptance. Family Resources’
mission is to strengthen families
and build better communities by
providing prevention, support
and counseling services to
children, teens and families.
More information can be found
on the agency website:
www.family-resources.org.

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R N E W S P A P E R . C O M

LARGO - Through
Sept. 8, Big Brothers/Big
Sisters will continue to
encourage men to become part
of the “100 Men in 100 Days”
campaign and volunteer with
the organization. The campaign
started on June 1st and has
resulted in the submission of
46 applications from male volunteers. Many more volunteers
are needed, as there are still
more than 400 boys on the
waiting list who are hoping to
be matched with a positive role
model.
While Big Brothers/Big
Sisters accepts volunteers from
all walks of life, there is a
greater need for male and
minority mentors. More than
74 percent percent of children
waiting for a “Big” are boys,
but only 34 out of every 100
inquiries to volunteer come
from men. Now more than
ever, Big Brothers/Big Sisters
needs men to step up and help
kids in our community.
“The reality is that any man
with good intentions, imperfections and all, has what it takes
to be a mentor,” said Susan
Rolston, CEO of Big
Brothers/Big Sisters of Pinellas
County. “Research has demon-

MLK

continued from front page
provide Dr. King a national
monument, like Presidents
Abraham Lincoln and Thomas
Jefferson. “The brothers of
Alpha Phi Alpha proudly shouldered this painstaking responsibility for which we are now
eternally grateful,” declares,
Alpha brother, Dr. Paul B. Mohr,
Sr., who is also from St.
Petersburg, Florida.
Dr. Mohr reflects, that “This
event causes me to recall one of
the tenets of King that Sevell
Brown mentioned during the
1973 Phi Delta Kappa
Symposium at FAMU.” He
reported that “Florida A&M
University and other black universities must, therefore, attempt
to develop within their students
an academically sound rationale
which would enable them to
understand the total variable
increments that constitute the
dynamics of social forces
operative in this multi-ethnic
society.”
Dr. Mohr further elaborates
that “Of course from my
personal vantage point, this
tenet permeates the Alpha Phi
Alpha fraternity that King was a

strated that one possible reason
some men are reluctant to
mentor could be
personal
reservations they may feel
about themselves, the uncertainty of making a positive
impact, and how they might be
perceived. The reality is you
don’t have to be perfect to
make a positive impact.”
Economic circumstances
have created a greater need for
more families to have professionally backed long-term
mentoring support. Singleparent homes, neighborhoods
with gangs and crime, poor role
models and poverty can lead a
child to despair, lack of selfworth and ultimately, poor
choices. In addition, there are
an increasing number of
children being raised by
relative caregivers. These caregivers can use support and
guidance when faced with
raising children unexpectedly.
Fortunately there are people
who are willing to step up and
provide these children with a
positive, caring role model.
Mentoring is one of the
most rewarding, enjoyable and
simple things a volunteer can
do. For as little as one hour a
week, volunteers can add joy to

the life of a child, and ultimately, contribute greatly to his or
her potential. Together, “Bigs”
and “Littles” do simple,
everyday activities, such as
going to a sporting event,
playing a game, going to a
park, or watching a movie.
Research
shows
that
having the positive influence of
a “Big” makes a real difference
in the life of a child. “Littles”
experience improvements in
academic performance,
behavior and relationships at
home and elsewhere, according
to independent studies. In
Pinellas County, kids matched
with a “Big Brother” or “Big
Sister” are 96.5 percent less
likely to become involved with
the Department of Juvenile
Justice. “Littles” have also
demonstrated better success in
school with a 96 percent
promotion rate to the next
grade level.
You don’t have to change
your life to change the life of a
child. Help Big Brothers Big
Sisters change the lives of
children and learn how you can
make a difference by going to
www.bbbspc.org/100Men or
by calling 727-518-8860.

member of. Locally, it certainly
is inculcated in the St.
Petersburg Theta Eta Lambda
chapter that recognized
Emanuel Stewart, Clarence
Givens and me in 2007 as
“Living Founders.” Deceased
founding members are Dr. Fred
Alsup, Dr. Orion Ayer, Roger
Danley, Noah Gaines, Ralph
James, Robert Lawson, Grant
McCray, Dean Mohr, Samuel
Robinson, Robert Simmons,
William Thompson and Dr.
Ralph Wimbish.
To further memorialize the
King legend, it figuratively and
literally re-traced King’s steps
and that included a journey to
Montgomery and the local
Alpha Upsilon lambda chapter
where I serve as chairman of the
scholarship program,” Mohr
states.
Dr. Mohr hails as the former
Dean of the School of Education
at FAMU, Vice President of
N o r f o l k S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y,
President of Talladega College
and presently serves as Director
of the Alabama Commission On
Higher Education. Dr. Mohr has
been working closely with his
Alpha Fraternity brothers to
mobilize thousands to attend the

dedication of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. National Monument
On Sunday, August 28, 2011 in
Washington D.C.
Harry E. Johnson, Jr. is the
President and CEO of the
Washington, D.C. Martin Luther
King, Jr. National Memorial
Foundation that has taken on the
awesome responsibility of
raising the 120 million and overseeing the building of the
monument, says Dr. Paul Mohr.
I remember the passion of
President Johnson when he
made his presentation before the
SCLC National Board meeting
in April of 2009 in Kansas City,
MO. It is amazing the types of
maze the Alphas have had to
navigate through to garner the
type of financial support
required for such a monumental
project.
Now that the work has been
done and the National King
Memorial Monument has
become a reality, thousands
from St. Petersburg and across
America will join the Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, President
Obama and many national
leaders in Washington, D.C. this
weekend for this historic
occasion.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Autumn Thomas Receives Scholarship
ST. PETERSBURG - On
Sunday, August 21, State
Representative Darryl Rouson
of District 55 awarded “The
Florida Black Legislator’s
Scholarship to Autumn
T h o m a s , a 2 0 11 h o n o r s
graduate of Gibbs High
School.” This award was
presented in his district for
writing a 100 word essay
detailing her goals for the
future. Representative Rouson
presented the award at Tenth
Street Church of God where
Thomas is currently a
member. Rouson gave words of
encouragement and recognized
the hard work necessary for
achievements for having the 4th
highest grade point average
(3.9) among the recipients of the
award.

In March 2010 Thomas was
one of many students from the
Tampa Bay Area who traveled
to the capitol in Tallahassee.
The trip was sponsored by
Representative Rouson and
students were given the opportunity to view the capitol and
see how certain governmental
decisions are made. Following
that trip, chosen to participate in
the POPS program, which
Representative Rouson was
instrumental in bringing to
Pinellas County. POPS stands
for Professional Opportunities
Program for Students. and is
facilitated at Gibbs High School
by Gwendolyn Reese.
Originating in Orlando,
Representative Rouson
presented the idea to Pinellas
County and Ms. Reese helped to

bring it to Gibbs High School.
“I am proud to say I will
attend Florida A & M
University to pursue a PHD in
Child Psychology. I will be
leaving for Florida A & M this
week, I am very appreciative
of the award and feel truly
blessed to have received it. I
look forward to spending time
in the capitol this coming
session with Representative
Rouson, as he makes important
decisions for our district. Thank
you Representative Rouson
for your hard work and your
diligent fight for your district.
Thank God for my parents
Lannis and Doretha Thomas for
instilling in me to live by the
Scripture, ‘Through God all
things are possible,’” Thomas
said.

Courtesy of

Saturday, Aug. 27 - Superkicks Family Martial Arts
Center, 1401 Pasadena Ave. S., South Pasadena, will host
a Free Community Workshop for children in grades 1st
through 5th. In this program the children will be shown 5
Ways to Show Respect to a Teacher, 5 Ways to Listen in
Class and How to Turn Bullies into Buddies. The
Workshop begins at 11 a.m., lasts 45 minutes and parents
are asked to observe from the parent seating area. For
more information or to register for this workshop call
727-384-5425, or access the school information at
www.SuperKicks2.com.

Forest Health Improvement Initiative
Grant Program – Midtown Tree
Reforestation Project
ST. PETERSBURG - The
City of St. Petersburg was
awarded $18,234 from the State
o f F l or ida D epartme nt of
Agriculture and Consumer
Services in the reforestation”
category of the Forest Health
Improvement Initiative Grant
Program for the Midtown Tree
Reforestation Project. The
project is located in the right-ofway on the south side of
eastbound 5th Avenue South
between 10th and 16th Streets
South and in adjacent Campbell
Park.
The goals of the project
were to increase the tree canopy
along 5th Avenue South, an
eastbound thoroughfare that
leads to downtown St.
Petersburg and Tampa Bay and

DISPARITIES

continued from front page
state was attributed, in part, to
changes in drug policies that
focused on punishment and
enforcement
opposed
to
treatment alternatives. Hunter
agreed.
“There are a disproportionate number of African
Americans
incarcerated
throughout the state. It makes
you wonder because it made
me wonder, ‘Why were there
so many?’” she said. “I visit
prisons (all the time) to try to
talk to them [inmates] and
encourage them. Over at Cook
County Jail there are so many
African Americans. It’s so
overwhelming.” In Illinois,
there are 44,000 inmates and
more than 24,000 are Black,
according to a report in the
Chicago Reader. State Rep.
Monique
Davis
(D-27th
District) pegs unemployment,
education and healthcare as the
three top disparities facing
Blacks today. Davis was first
elected in 1987 and is the
second, longest serving Black,
state representative in the
General Assembly behind state
Rep. Mary Flowers (D-31st
District).
“Healthcare is a major
problem for Blacks. On the
South Side where most Blacks
live there is no adult trauma

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

in the adjacent Campbell Park,
and to add economic value to the
community by contracting out
the work to the private sector.
The goals of the project were
met with the planting of 88 trees
including Sabal Palms, Crape
Myrtles, Cathedral Live Oaks,
Dahoon Hollies, and Simpson
Stoppers. The City contracted
with Morelli Landscaping, Inc.
to furnish and install the trees,
and provide maintenance and
watering during the first 60 days.
The project expenditures totaled
$18,232. The objective was to
plant trees along the right-ofway and in adjacent parkland on
the south side of eastbound 5th
Avenue South increasing the tree
canopy 60 percent at tree
maturity.

The long term benefits of the
project will show the
community the value of contributing to the tree canopy cover
and the positive results on the
environment that will be noticeable for years to come. Clean,
healthy trees are aesthetically
pleasing and a source of joy to
th e co m m u n i t y. Wi t h t h i s
project, the community can
experience the benefits urban
forests provide, not only on air
and water quality, habitat, and
natural beauty, but also on the
economic and social value of the
community.
Information about the City’s
urban forestry program can be
f o u n d o n i t s web s i t e at
http://www.stpete.org/development/urban_forestry_informa-

tion/index.asp.
Funding for this project was
provided by the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 (Recovery Act). The
United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is working
to implement provisions of the
Recovery Act to put Americans
back to work and rejuvenate the
nation’s economy. The Recovery
Act provided USDA with nearly
$28 billion in funding; of that,
$1.15 billion has been allocated
to the Forest Service for project
work in forest restoration,
hazardous fuels reduction, construction and maintenance of
facilities, trails, and road, green
energy projects and grants to
states, tribes, and private
landowners.

center. Why is that? There is
a
trauma
center
at
Northwestern Hospital for
folks who live downtown and
on the North Side,” Davis said.
“And there is a trauma center at
Stroger Hospital for those
living on the West Side. But
for the South Side we must
travel north or to the south
suburbs to Christ Hospital,
which is just as far as the
others.”
The third leg of the
disparity tripod is education.
“Education connects people to
jobs. If you do not have a
descent education then you are
lost,” she added.
“The
governor wants to abolish the
General Assembly Legislative
Scholarship because he said it
is being abused by state legislators who award them. But this
scholarship has made it
possible for so many Black
kids to go to college.”
Every state representative
and senator is allowed to award
two to four GAL scholarships
each year to students who live
in their district regardless of
financial need. The scholarship waives tuition and can
only be used to attend a fouryear, public college in Illinois.
Disparities are a fact of life but
does not mean Illinois residents
have to accept it, said Gov. Pat
Quinn.
“We know that disparities

exist within the African
American community, preventing some from achieving their
full potential,” Quinn said.
“In Illinois, we want everybody
in, and nobody left out. We
won’t
shy
away
from
examining the root causes of
inequality, and working to
correct them.”
Community activist Harold
Lucas said he is not surprised
that both Hunter and Davis list
employment and education as
top disparities facing Blacks,
but concludes it must end.
“The disparity and lack of
gainful employment or entrepreneurial business development opportunities among
African American residents
living in Chicago is unacceptable,” Lucas, president and
chief executive officer for the
non-profit Black Metropolis
Convention
&
Tourism
Council, noted. However, he
said he is disappointed that the
commission will not present its
findings and offer recommendations for another two years.
“Forming a commission to
address the disparities that does
not present its findings to the
Illinois General Assembly until
December 2013, ignores the
severity of the extremely
serious problems of poverty,”
explained Lucas. “The socalled underclass, economically inspired class stratification,

political
corruption
and
patronage greed has dominated
the city of Chicago for the past
50 years.”
Recently, Quinn signed
House bill 1547, which was
sponsored by Davis and
Hunter, into law. The new legislation, went into effect immediately, will create the
Commission to End the
Disparities Facing the African
American Community. The
commission will research the
disparities facing Blacks in the
areas of healthcare, health
services,
employment,
education, criminal justice,
housing, and other social and
economic issues. Both Davis
and Hunter and will more than
likely be co-chairs of the commission, which could hold its
first meeting by January 2012,
according to Hunter.
The commission will be
comprised of a bipartisan
group of legislators from both
houses
of
the
General
Assembly and will also include
up to 10 other individuals representing Black communities
throughout the state.
All
members will serve without
compensation.
Residents
interested in being considered
to join the commission should
contact Davis, Hunter or their
local state legislator.

Saturday, Aug. 27 - 63rd Annual Dennis Crenshaw
Memorial Fish-a-thon. On Lake Jorgenson, 9th Ave. N.
between 37th and 39th Sts., behind Main Library, 9 a.m.
registration, 9:30 a.m. Start. Try your hand at catching 'the
big one' during this annual free Fish-a-thon. Nine - 15
minute fishing periods. Fishing poles and bait provided.
No personal fishing equipment allowed. Closed-toed
shoes, hat and sunscreen encouraged. Prizes given in all
age categories - youth, teen and adult. Sponsored by the
Parks & Recreation Department and the St. Petersburg
Civitan Club. Information, 727-893-7441 or Jim Belcher,
727-823-8383.
Saturday, Aug. 27 - Weedon Island Walkabout, Weedon
Island Preserve, 1800 Weedon Dr, N.E, 9 a.m. Take a twohour hike through Weedon Island's coastal environment
and upalnd ecosystems and learn about its early
residents. Ages 6 and up. Free but pre-registration
required at 727-453-6500 or register at http://weedonislandpreserve.eventbrite.com
Sunday, Aug. 28 - Music Fest by the Bay. Courtyard by
The Bay The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m.
www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443. Every Sunday The
Pier hosts a new musical act for your listening pleasure at
the Waterside Courtyard. Featuring local bands and
musicians from a four county area with Top 40, Southern
Rock, Classic Rock, Jazz and other types of music for
your listening and/or dancing pleasure.

The following job is currently available:

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

• Fiscal and Business Assistant (# 00018397)
For information regarding the above, please go to
http://employment.usf.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=57023

or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Let’$ Talk Money

by Roy James

Retiring? Top 6 Things To Consider
Before You Leave Your Job
There’s no better time than the present to take a
fresh look at your financial future — including how to
plan for retirement.
If you are one of the vast members of baby
boomers approaching retirement age, preparing for
the golden years may mean making several important
decisions while still in the workforce to help ensure
you will have enough money to live in retirement. As
retirement looms closer, the overwhelming possibilities leave many people uncertain about where to start.
Here are six important financial considerations to
think about before retiring:
1. Define your retirement — Your vision will
drive your plan. You may decide to work part-time,
launch a completely new career, or perhaps go back to
school, volunteer or develop new hobbies. Consider if
you need to downsize, relocate or remain in your
current residence.
2. Know where you stand financially — Take
inventory of your assets and possible income sources,
and understand how your retirement plan will help
provide you with income during your retirement
years. Save as much as possible while still working.
3. Estimate your expenses in retirement, especially for healthcare — Healthcare can be a significant
expense category during your retirement years, so
understanding what your healthcare plan covers in
retirement is critical. Consider long-term care
insurance to cover expenses that may fall outside of
your health insurance if the need arises.
4. Manage asset allocation — Regularly monitor
and review your investments to ensure they support
your goals and to determine if you should change how
assets are allocated among different investment types;
consider professionally managed investments
products.
5. Plan for your beneficiaries — Create a will,
choose a guardian if needed, and select who will
manage your estate. Transferring wealth is a critical
part of retirement planning. Estate planning, in particular, can be an efficient way to distribute the
maximum amount possible to your beneficiaries at the
time of your death. Added benefits like reducing estate
taxes enhance the value of incorporating life insurance
into your overall planning for retirement.
6. Explore options to create a retirement income
— Research product strategies that can help generate
a guaranteed retirement-income stream, including the
new generation of variable annuities that can provide
guaranteed streams of income for life while still

affording degrees of flexibility and control. It may be
advantageous to purchase these products while you
are still working.
It’s never too early or too late to start taking these
tips into consideration.
Investors should consider the contract and the
underlying portfolios’ investment objectives, risks,
charges and expenses carefully before investing. This
and other important information is contained in the
prospectus, which can be obtained from your financial
professional. Please read the prospectus carefully
before investing.
A variable annuity is a long-term investment
designed to create guaranteed income in retirement.
Investment returns and the principal value of an
investment will fluctuate so that an investor’s units,
when redeemed, may be worth more or less than the
original investment. Withdrawals or surrenders may
be subject to contingent deferred sales charges.
Insurance policies and annuity contracts contain
exclusions, limitations, reductions of benefits and
terms for keeping them in force. All guarantees,
including optional benefits, are backed by the claimspaying ability of the issuing company and do not
apply to the underlying investment options. Your
licensed financial professional can provide you with
complete details.
Prudential Financial, its affiliates, and their
licensed financial professionals do not render tax or
legal advice. Please consult with your tax and legal
advisors regarding your personal circumstances.
Long-term care insurance is issued by The
Prudential Insurance Company of America, located in
Newark, NJ. Variable annuities are issued by Pruco
Life Insurance Company (in New York, by Pruco Life
Insurance Company of New Jersey), Newark, NJ, and
distributed by Prudential Annuities Distributors, Inc.,
Shelton, CT. All are Prudential Financial companies
and each is solely responsible for its own financial
condition and contractual obligations. Prudential
Annuities is a business of Prudential Financial, Inc.
0203707-00001-00, Ed 6/24/2011, Exp
12/24/2012
Provided courtesy of Prudential. For more information, contact Roy James, L.U.T.C.F., a Financial
Professional with The Prudential Insurance Company
of America’s Sunshine State agency located in Tampa,
FL. Roy James’s private office is located in St.
Petersburg, Fl. He can be reached at roy.james@prudential.com and (727) 327-4137.

Holley Paul Jones
4/6/1920 - 8/25/2001
Our love,
It has been ten years since you left us.
Your love, kindness, wisdom will
eternally live within our hearts forever.
We will always love you. Your wife Ruthie, your
daughter Paulette, your grandson Paul and a host of
other family members

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Augustine.com

Dr. Amelia Platts
Boynton Robinson
Celebrates 100 Years
One of 10 children,
Robinson was born August 18,
1911, in Savannah, Georgia.
Both her mother and father
were of African, German, and
Native American descent.
Robinson’s father, George
Platts, was born in Brunson,
South Carolina, in 1866, and
her mother, Anna Eliza Hicks
Platts, was born in 1874 in
Beaufort, South Carolina. In
her autobiography, Robinson
describes her family life as
“sheltered,” an environment
where church and biblical
teachings were emphasized.
Robinson
started
her
college education at Georgia
State College (now Savannah
State) and after two years transferred and graduated from
Tuskegee
Institute
(now
Tuskegee
University),
in
Tuskegee, Alabama, earning a
degree in home economics. She
had two teaching jobs in
Georgia before she took a
position with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) in Selma, Alabama as
the home demonstration agent
for Dallas County. Robinson
educated the county’s rural
population about food production, nutrition, healthcare, and
other subjects related to agriculture and homemaking.
While in Selma, Robinson
met Samuel William Boynton,
the county extension agent, in
1930. He shared Robinson’s
passion for improving the lives
of their African American
neighbors, many of whom still
worked on white-owned plantations as sharecroppers.
Robinson and Boynton married
in 1936 and had two sons, Bill
Jr. and Bruce Carver, whose
godfather was family friend
George Washington Carver, the
famed inventor and head of
Tuskegee’s school of agriculture. The couple would work
side by side for more than 30
years to bring voting rights,
property
ownership,
and
education to African Americans
in poor, rural areas of Alabama.
During the Great
Depression, Robinson
conceived the idea of building a

community center for African
Americans, as the local Selma
community center excluded
African Americans. When her
efforts to secure government
funding failed, she wrote a play,
Through the Years to bring
hope to the local African
American community and raise
the funds for the center. The
play was first performed in
Selma at Hudson High School
in 1936 and is still performed
today across the world.
In 1933, Robinson and Rev.
Frederick Reece founded the
Dallas County Voters League
(DCVL). From the late 1930s
through the 1950s, Robinson
continued to conduct African
American voter registration
drives in Selma with little
success. Despite her tireless
efforts, it took nearly 30 years
to achieve any measurable
success in getting blacks registered to vote.
In 1954, Robinson met
Martin Luther King Jr. and his
wife, Coretta Scott King, in
Montgomery at the Dexter
Avenue Baptist Church, where
King served as pastor. Her
sister-in-law was a member at
the church and invited her to
meet King. She respected and
followed the work King was
doing, but it was not until
January 1964 that they began
working together.
By 1964, the civil rights
movement had gained
momentum, and Robinson was
at the forefront of the effort in
Selma, despite the death of her
husband the previous year. With
violence and human rights
abuses
against
African
Americans escalating in Dallas
County, Robinson and other
members of the DCVL invited
King and the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) to Selma to
help secure the right to vote for
African Americans; where they
planned the Selma to
Montgomery marches. That
same year, Feb. 29, Robinson
entered the Democratic race for
a seat in the U.S. Congress. She
hoped her participation would
increase the number of African

Americans registered to vote in
her district, which at that time
totaled five percent. She was
the first woman, white or black,
to run on the Democratic ticket
in Alabama, and the first
African American woman to
run for Congress in the state.
She won 10 percent of the vote.
The
following
year,
Robinson helped organize and
lead the aborted Selma to
Montgomery march March 7,
1965, that became known as
Bloody Sunday. She also was
one of 17 marchers hospitalized
after police and Alabama State
Troopers met the approximately
600 marchers with tear gas and
billy clubs at the Edmund
Pettus Bridge, only six blocks
into the march. A photograph of
Robinson after she was gassed
and beaten appeared on the
cover of several prominent
newspapers and news
magazines, drawing national
and international attention to
the civil rights movement.
In 1969, Robinson married
Bob W. Billups, a musician
who later became an electronics technician. The couple
lived in New York City a short
time before returning to Selma.
After only four years of
marriage, he drowned in a
tragic boating accident.
Robinson then reconnected
with Tuskegee classmate and
fellow choir member, James
Robinson. Once they were
married, she moved to
Tuskegee, a place and institution she has called important in
her personal life.
Since James Robinson’s
death in 1988, Robinson has
remained in Tuskegee and
continues her work in civil and
human rights on a national and
international level. She is Vice
Chair of the Schiller Institute, a
non-profit, international organization that bases its views on
the writings of German
philosopher Friedrich Schiller
(1759-1805). In 1990,
Robinson received the Martin
Luther King Jr. Freedom
Medal in honor of her life’s
work for the advancement of
human rights.
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More Than One Million Fathers
Taking Their Children To School

Open Letter To Nate Jacobs And
West Coast Black Theatre Troupe
The First and Only Professional
Black Theater Company on Florida’s West Coast
To the Founder and Artistic Director of the
West Coast Black Theatre Troupe (WBTT)
Nate Jacobs, cast members, musicians, and all
others who have been involved in the presentation of the many shows I have seen over the
past several years:
Watching WBTTgrow to maturity has
been an awesome experience that could never
be duplicated. I’m blessed to have been
exposed to the cultural arts in such an
enjoyable way. Needless to say, the education
I have received is one on which no one could
place a dollar value. I lament for those who
have never attended a WBTTperformance,
whether or not they reside near Sarasota or at a
very slight distance away like St. Petersburg
and Tampa. Anyone residing anywhere in the
Tampa Bay area should make a point to attend
… even if it means getting a group together.
In fact, attending as a group turns the entire
occasion into a festive event.
This last Friday, August 19, I arranged for
a group to attend the final show for the 2011
summer season, “Dynamic Duets.” We also
were fortunate to have seen the first show
“The Soul Crooners” back in July. Those were
two outstanding musical shows that you
presented for the summer season … and what
a season! It was while watching “Dynamic
Duets” that the realization came to me that I
had attended just about every show for the last
six or seven years.
Allow me to share with my readers some
of the fantastic shows WBTThave brought to
Tampa Bay. My list won’t necessarily be in
the order of presentation, but only as I recall
them, starting with “The Motown 60’s
Revue,” “The Mills Brothers,” “Jar the Floor,”
“Sistas in the Name of Soul,” “Ain’t
Misbehavin,” “Marvin Gaye, The Prince of
Soul – The Man and His Music,” “Mahalia,
Just As I Am,” and “Hi De, Hi De Ho! Cab
Calloway.” And then, I can remember “The
Piano Lesson,” Black Nativity,” “All Night
Strut,” “The Wiz,” and “One Mo’Time.”
These were shows held at the Gompertz
Theatre long before you moved into your
current home. Oh yea, Nate, neither can I
forget August Wilson’s Pulitzer Prize winner

“Fences,” “Woman from the Town,”
“Nobody: The Bert Williams Story” or Duke
Ellington’s “Sophisticated Ladies.”
By the way … Nate, your conceived
character “Aunt Rudele” blew our minds. In
fact, my daughter flew in from Maryland just
to meet your famous and funny aunt. We’re
still laughing about Herbert, Aunt Rudele’s
hen-pecked husband, and her famous Rudele’s
Fried Chicken. I also remember WBTTdoing
“ASoldier’s Play” to commemorate Black
History Month – 2008. Oh my, I almost forgot
the cast presentation of Zora Neale Hurstons’s
“Spunk.” Fantastic!
When it comes to the members of the cast,
I can say that I’ve watched them bloom into
unique young adults, some leaving for bigger
things. It makes me proud to say “Yes, I know
them (almost) personally.” I’m a fan of all of
YOU…and love you much!
Season 2011 – 2012 begins with the World
Premiere of “Love Sung in the Key of Aretha”
(Dec. 14 – Jan. 16). Count on me being there!
Tickets can be obtained online at:
www.wbttroupe.org.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Jazz at the Vinoy Plaza Ballroom
Presents

Nalisio Tavares Jazz-Funk Bank
Friday, Aug. 26
8 PM Start Time
Renaissance Vinoy
Resort & Golf Club
501 5th Ave. NE,
St. Petersburg, FL
Admission: $22

CHICAGO- An army of
more than one million American
men are taking to the streets this
year in one of the most important
battles that America has ever
fought.And that is the battle for
the hearts, minds and spirits of
American children.These men
will include janitors, lawyers,
doctors, technicians, factory
workers, bankers, bus drivers, construction workers, policemen and
trash collectors.The 2011 Million
Fathers March will also include
retired men, previously incarcerated men and unemployed men.
They all have one thing in
common — on the first back-toschool day in cities across
America, they are taking their
children to school.
A record 750 cities will participate in the 2011 Million Fathers
March.Last year, more than
800,000 men in 609 cities across
America and around the world
took children to school on the first
day. “Education has become a
matter of national security.If we
cannot control our schools, then we
cannot control our economy.And
if we cannot control our economy,
then we cannot control and protect
our quality of life in America,” says
Phillip Jackson, Executive
Director of The Black Star Project,
U.S.A.Research shows that
children whose fathers take an
active role in their educational lives
earn better grades, score higher on
tests, enjoy school more and are
more likely to graduate from high
school and attend college.
Additionally, children have fewer
behavior problems when fathers

listen to and talk with them
regularly and are active in their
lives.Agood father is part of a
good parent team and is critical to
creating a strong family structure.
Strong family structures produce
children who are more academically proficient, socially developed
and self-assured.Such children
become adults who are valuable
assets to their communities.
March participants will
include fathers, grandfathers, foster
fathers, stepfathers, uncles,
cousins, big brothers, significant
male caregivers and family friends.
Women and men of all ethnicities
are also encouraged to take their
children to school on their first day.
Businesses are asked to give
fathers and other men two hours
off work the morning of the first
day of school to take their children
to school.Religious leaders
(pastors, imams, priests, rabbis,
ministers, bishops, elders) and
faith-based institutions (churches,
synagogues, mosques, and
temples) are being asked to adopt a
neighborhood school and to
partner with and support that
school throughout the school year.
This year, we are asking
fathers and other men to volunteer
10 hours of service to their
children’s school for a total of 10
million hours of service by the end
of the school year. We also ask
fathers and other men to pledge to
support children throughout the
year.The pledge calls for and
outlines a year-long commitment
to their children and to the schools
they attend.The pledge includes
participating in school activities for

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

Tickets Available at the Door or Online
at PayPal www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
Additional Information:727-866-1844

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.
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Call Mike Hughes

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

2-5 4-1
3-2 8-4
7-3 6-8

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

the benefit of the children, their
family and in the community.
In Chicago, which is ground
zero for youth violence in America,
650 faith leaders are being
recruited to be at 650 schools on
the first day of school to welcome
students back and to create a circle
of safety around the students on the
first day.Additionally, at 9:00 am,
these 650 faith leaders will pray for
a safe and successful school year
for all students and staff at these
schools.
And finally, at every high
school in America, alumni are
being asked to return to their alma
mater on the first day of school to
welcome students back to their
campus and to encourage them to
have a successful and productive
school year. They will also be
asked to sign up as volunteers to
help create and maintain better
schools.
For any city that has already
started school, Tuesday, September
6, 2011 is the Million Fathers
March’s National Fathers Take
Your Children to School Day.The
2011 Million Fathers March is
managed by The Black Star
Project, U.S.A., and sponsored by
the Open Society Foundation’s
Campaign for Black Male
Achievement.
Please visit the website at
www.blackstarproject.org to bring
the 2011 Million Father March to
your city or for more information
about the March.
You may also email
blackstar1000@ameritech.net or
call 773-285-9600 for more information or to register for the March.

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL33763

SICKLE CELL
DINNER AND JAZZ EXTRAVAGANZA
Featuring Shawn Brown and Band

Saturday, September 10, 2011
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Dinner 7-8 pm
Hilton St. Petersburg
333 First Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Tickets $50 - Tables of 10 Available
(Proceeds benefit client programs/services)

727-896-2355
stpetesicklecell@verizon.net
Sickle Cell Disease Association of America
St. Petersburg Chapter

Co-Sponsor
City of St. Petersburg
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Ten local congregations of the
Church of God in Christ have
scheduled their Annual Baptismal
Service for Saturday, September
10, at 8:00 a.m. sharp at the SPA
Beach. The baptismal message will
come from Supt. Anthony Conage.
Your presence and participation are
welcomed. All who would like to
attend this “blessed event” are
encouraged to do so.
The churches participating in
this event include:

• Prayer Tower COGIC
Supt. Clarence Welch, Pastor
• Bible Way COGIC
Elder Sylvester Reeves, Pastor
• Queen Street COGIC
Supt. Anthony Conage, Pastor
• Wheelers Temple COGIC
Elder Dan Davis, Pastor
• Pentecostal Temple COGIC
Supt. William Anderson, Pastor
• Reach the Unreached COGIC
Elder Scott Dixon, Pastor
• Bible Holiness COGIC
Supt. B.O. Walker, Pastor

• Old Landmark Cathedral COGIC
Supt. Mitchell Bryant, Pastor
• Bay Point Christian Church
Elder Jay Cave, Pastor
• Tr i u m p h a n t C O G I C
Elder Isaac Whitehurst, Pastor
We believe God will bless us in
a mighty way! Come and enjoy the
Lord with us! Please direct
questions to Sister Darlina Herring
at 727-418-5908 or darlinaherring@verizon.net.
Supt. Clarence Welch

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston e x t e n d s a n i n v i t a t i o n
t o t h e community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Team-

centered and Bible-based ministry;
with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.
Living out these principles results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line 727-321-

9645.
The Laymen Ministry is
preparing for our 108th Church
Anniversary, to be observed
on S u n d a y , S e p t . 2 5 . A n
Anniversary Brunch on Saturday,
September 3rd is one of the
scheduled celebration events.
“Driven by God’s Faithfulness:
His will done on Earth as in
Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
The Women’s Ministry of Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is excited about the
upcoming “Being Fully Persuaded

In Holiness as Women of God”
Conference Aug. 26-27 at our
church. We’re planning a spiritfilled weekend for women of all
ages – from young adults to
seasoned sisters. In addition, a Teen
Explosion - for girls ages 12-17 -

will coincide with the conference.
FMI or to register: www.mzprogressive.org.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

United for Christ Freewill Baptist Church
The United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church invites you to
listen to their first radio sermon
by their Pastor, Minister Tyrone
Ford, Saturday, Sept. 3. WRXB
will be your listening station from
1-1:30 p.m. We know that you

will be blessed when you hear this
anointed preacher give you a
blessing of teaching and
preaching from the word of God.
Please join us as we attempt to
take the gospel of Jesus Christ to
the world. We need your support

to stay on the air, so tune in,
listen, and be blessed.
For more information, please
contact Pastor Tyrone Ford or
First Lady Kadell Ford at 727258-4993 or 727-744-3589.

Church News due
by 4:00 p.m. on Monday
of each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the community at
large, this wish for an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Coming in the Month of
August:

Aug. 26 - 80th Anniversary
Praise and Fellowship for Teams
1, 2, and 3 at 7 p.m. held at St.
Mark.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to
study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday
at 6 p.m. Children in the
community are welcome to join
us.
Young Adult Ministry every

Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
RADIO MINISTRY
We are inviting the Tampa Bay
community to tune in to our
Sunday morning Radio Broadcast,
which is aired every Sunday from
10-10:30 a.m. on Praise 1590 AM
WRXB. Your heart will be
blessed, and your mind inspired by
our present series on the subject of
forgiveness. Join Pastor Jim R.
Davis for a spirit-filled time of
refreshing.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m., the
Elim Seventh-day Adventist
Church distributes free food items
to the community. Everyone is
welcomed, while the supplies last.
No income verification is need,
and no one is turned away while
there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon
(between 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.), a
Free Hot Lunch is served to
members of the community. This
takes place at the Church facility.
There are no restrictions as to who
may come; the food is free to all

who have needs. Please feel free to
stop by and have a meal!
CLOTHING
DISTRIBUTION – BY APPOINTMENT
The Elim Seventh-day
Adventist Church also has some
clothing that is available to
members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you are
interested in articles of clothing,
you may call the church at 727327-2374 and leave your contact
information, or you may simply
visit the church on Saturdays
between the hours of 9 a.m. and
4 p.m., and arrangements will be
made for you to be supplied from
what is available… We also take
donations of food, clothing, and
financial contributions.
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
AND DAYCARE CENTER
The Elim Junior Academy and
the Elim Child Development
Center are still accepting children
for the 2011-2012 school year; this
is the time for you to call us, or
visit our school facility. Our warm
and family friendly environment
will provide the assurance you

need to be convinced that Elim is
the place for your child. Call 727327-8651 today and speak with
our principal, Lawanna McCoy, or
visit us at 4824 2nd Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, 33711. We are
looking forward to hearing from
you today.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
We are now accepting
donations of school supplies to
assist needy parents and students
in the community; you may bring
school bags, notebooks, pencils,
shoes and clothing, funds for
tuition assistance, and whatever
you may be able to contribute.
These items can be dropped off at
the school, Monday thru Friday for
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or they may be
left at the church between 9 a.m.
and 6 p.m. on Saturdays. For
further information, please call the
school 727-327-8651, or the
church: 727-327-2374. For dropoff, our address is 4824 2nd Ave.
S., St. Petersburg, FL. 33711.
Thank you for assisting needy
families in our Tampa Bay
community.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
CALL

F O R A Q U OT E :

727-896-2922
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Miller Throws 2 TD Passes
In Ohio St. Scrimmage

The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922
Fax (727) 823-2568
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generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com
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THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

Braxton Miller

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) Braxton Miller threw two
touchdown passes and Joe
Bauserman had one in Ohio State’s
scrimmage Saturday.
The Buckeyes, ranked No. 18
in the preseason, must replace
Terrelle Pryor, who left after his
junior season for next week’s NFL
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supplemental draft after being one
of five Ohio State players
suspended for the first five games
of the season for NCAA violations.
In practices this week and
during the scrimmage in Ohio
Stadium, it appeared Bauserman
and Miller had separated themselves from sophomore Kenny
Guiton and redshirt freshman
Taylor Graham.
Offensive coordinator Jim
Bollman said the Buckeyes would
likely continue the trend of using
two quarterbacks early in the
season, beginning with the opener
against Akron on Sept. 3, and
Miller could be in the mix.
“There’s a good chance he will
be,” Bollman said. “Nothing in
concrete yet. We’ll see how it goes
the next week or so.
“Pretty soon we’ll have to start
working down to a situation where
we’re working more with two

guys.”
Braxton, a freshman from
Huber Heights, Ohio, connected
with Chris Fields on a 58-yard
catch-and-run on the first series
that the quarterbacks wore the
black, non-contact jerseys. The
pass was short but Fields outmuscled defensive back Christian
Bryant and raced 40 yards for the
score.
Braxton later hit Devin Smith
for a 26-yard score.
Bauserman, a fifth-year senior,
took most of the snaps with the
first team and threw a 10-yard TD
to Jeff Heuerman but was also
intercepted in the end zone by
Travis Howard.
The defense also had several
other highlights, including a goalline stand and snuffing a fourthand-1 early in the scrimmage.
“Between the 20s probably
wasn’t our best effort but during

the red-zone situations I thought
we played well.” said linebackers
coach Mike Vrabel, the former
Buckeyes star who retired from the
Kansas City Chiefs last month.
Drew Basil made field goals
from 26, 38, 19, 41 and 26 yards
but missed a 30-yard attempt on
the final play.
Unlike previous scrimmages
under Jim Tressel, first-year coach
Luke Fickell said no score was
kept and the winner of the coveted
scarlet practice jerseys would be
decided after reviewing video.
“I thought we had been competitive the whole camp so far,”
Fickell said. “That’s the nature of
what we want to be so we weren’t
focused on the score.
“I didn’t want that to affect
how they played or how we called
things. That was the biggest thing.
It’s about us. We don’t care who
wears the jerseys.”

Move To SEC Could Separate
Aggies From State

is distributed
in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor
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BY KRISTIE RIEKEN
COLLEGE STATION, Texas
(AP) - Texas A&M always has
been in a league with a solid
foothold in Texas since joining the
Southwest Conference in 1914.
The Junction Boys, the 12th
Man and the Aggies’ military
culture are all part of the rich and
storied tradition Texas A&M has
built while playing in a conference
with several other teams in the
Lone Star State.
Now that A&M is looking to
ride away from the Big 12 and its
longtime rivals and into the
Southeastern Conference,
questions abound about what this
would mean for the university and
the Texas teams left in its wake.
Some worry that a departure
by the Aggies would jeopardize
the future of the Big 12, which
already is down to 10 teams.
Texas A&M moved to the Big
12 after 82 years in the Southwest
Conference, but always has
competed in a conference with
rival Texas and Baylor. The
Aggies have played against fellow
state school Texas Tech since the
Red Raiders joined the SWC in
1958.
In this football crazy state,
many are worried about what a
departure by Texas A&M would
mean for the annual football game,
now held on Thanksgiving night,
between the Aggies and Texas.
The teams first met in football
in 1894 and the rivalry is one of
the oldest and most spirited in
college football. It’s a highlight of

the season in the state and a
tradition those in Texas and
beyond would hate to lose.
Countless football memories
are linked to the annual meeting.
Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant’s
1954 team, which survived his
grueling and now storied camp in
Junction, Texas, played the
Longhorns. Texas A&M’s only
Heisman Trophy winner, John
David Crow, was a member of the
first Aggie team to beat Texas at
Memorial Stadium in 1956. It was
against the Aggies in 1998 that the
Longhorns’ Ricky Williams broke
the Division I-A career rushing
record in a 26-24 win.
The Aggies want to figure out
a way to keep the game on the
schedule, even if they bolt. But
with so many variables, there’s a
chance it could be eliminated.
“If we were to negotiate with
another conference SEC or
anybody else a primary criterion
would be our ability to continue a
nonconference contest each year
and hopefully on Thanksgiving
Day or thereabouts with our
friends at UT-Austin,” Texas
A&M President R. Bowen Loftin
said last week. “That’s a historic
rivalry. We see no reason why it
could not continue under a
different conference arrangement
if they chose to do so.”
Even if the schools were able
to work out a deal to meet for a
nonconference football game each
season, it would be nearly impossible to guarantee that other sports
such as men’s and women’s basketball and baseball would be able

Utah, BYU Fail
To Make AP Top 25
Preseason Poll
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) Neither Utah nor BYU cracked
the AP Top 25 in the preseason
football poll, but both Utah
schools received votes as they
embark on a new season out of
the Mountain West Conference.
Oklahoma
enters
the
season ranked No. 1, followed
by Alabama. The Pac-12 has 3
in the Top 25, Oregon (3rd),
Stanford (7th) and USC (25th).
This is Utah’s first season
in the Pac-12, where it is
expected to vie for the

Southern Division title.
BYU is an independent
after years in the Mountain
West.
Utah received 25 votes
overall, which ranks 30th.
BYU received 15.
Utah State isn’t in the Top
25, but season-opening
opponent Auburn, the
defending NCAA champion,
enters the season ranked No.
23. Texas, BYU’s Week 2
opponent, was tops among
others receiving votes.

to meet their arch rivals each
season.
Some Aggies are upset that the
school hasn’t struck a deal to leave
the Big 12 already. Loftin understands the concerns, but says he
won’t be rushed into a decision of
this magnitude.
“We look at anything we
might do remaining in the Big 12,
changing conferences as a very
long-term prospect, a 100-year
kind of decision,” he said. “You
don’t make those decisions lightly
or quickly. We really want to take
our time and think about this very
carefully, listening to internal
voices and external voices.”
Loftin says the Aggies are
contemplating leaving the Big 12
as a way to make sure the university’s “visibility is nationally
enhanced.” A move to the SEC
would certainly have the Aggies
and their sports programs exposed
to new fans in different parts of the
country, but it’s impossible to
know how it would impact their
success on the field just as they’ve
become a power in other sports.
The Aggies’ men’s and
women’s track teams have both
won three straight NCAA team
championships, and the women’s
basketball team picked up its first
national title this season.
Loftin has met with all the
head coaches at Texas A&M about
the process and says he’s available
to answer any questions they have
as the school considers a move.
“I felt very comfortable that
all the coaches understand that
we’re looking at a lengthy process

here to go through and evaluate
what we might or might not do
over time,” he said. “It’s very
important to me that the coaches
have a vehicle by which they can
speak with me.”
All that is certain is that the
Aggies are in the Big 12 for now
and the football team is preparing
for a season with a No. 8 ranking
and high expectations. Coach
Mike Sherman spent the first few
days of camp focusing solely on
football with his team. Last week
he began sharing some of the offfield expectations of being an
Aggie with his players.
“We talk about different things
about our program and what it
means to be an Aggie,” Sherman
said. “We talk about our core
values ... and then we talk about
different elements of A&M and
what it means to play here.”
Most of his players don’t need
to be reminded of the tradition
they are joining, as it has been
ingrained in them from a young
age thanks in part to seeing the
Aggies and Longhorns meet each
season.
“It is one of the real reasons I
wanted to come here,” said
sophomore offensive lineman Jake
Matthews, son of NFL Hall of
Fame lineman Bruce Matthews.
“All the coaches and great players
that have come out of the school
and the tradition and all of the
passion that the university has, I’m
getting excited now just talking
about it. It’s something that really
attracted me to come here, so it’s a
big deal.”

Brady Keys Patriots
Offense In 31-14 Win
Over Bucs
BY KYLE HIGHTOWER
TAMPA (AP) - Tom Brady
looks to be in regular season
form after tossing a pair of
touchdown passes in the New
England Patriots’ 31-14
preseason win over the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers on Thursday
night.
Patriots coach Bill Belichick
called this a big week for roster
spot and position battles, and his
team got the message.
Projected starting running

back BenJarvus Green-Ellis ran
for two touchdowns, and the
Patriots’ defense sacked Josh
Freeman twice to stifle an
offense that couldn’t get going
after being slowed by several
early penalties.
New England has beaten
Tampa Bay in the preseason only
twice in nine meetings.
Tampa Bay (1-1) will host
Miami next Saturday night. New
England (2-0) will travel to play
at Detroit.
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